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ABSTRACT

The Geography of the Medical Tourism in Jordan

Khawla Abd Al Mahdi Al Ma'eh
Supervised by:

Dr. Habis Samawt

This study emphasizes the importance of the medical tourism in
Jordan and shows its various locations and the natural and human purpose
of these locations. It also tries to specitv the places and countries from
which tourists come, and analyses their social. demographic, economic and
health conditions, then it prurpose the appropriate places te establish
public touristic utilities and supplying them with the tourist services which
tale in account the nationalities of tourists and their income in order to

attract as many iourists as possible.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that 1t is the first in the
tield of geography of medical tourism which attracts {ots of tourists from
West FEurope, Northern America and the Arab Countries. This swudy also
clears the natural and human constituents of the medical touristic areas and

it also tries to evaluate the services present in these areas.

The researcher used two sources of data and information:

{1} Library resources: which include reports, builetins, circulars and
studies issued by the formal parties which are responsible of the medicai
productions and the studies issued by the Ministry of Tourism, and Water
Researches Center at University of Jordan. In addition to other books and

references.
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Particle research: through personal interviews with the managers of

the medical productions and with workers in the field of medical tourism

and also through making interviews with tourists themselves using

specialized forms which were disuibuted on these tourists randomiy

during a period of nine months (from April 1992 to Januarv 1993).

The researcher has used the foillowing swatistical methods in

analvzing the data:

i

"

Means, cross rabulation and percentage methods.

Statistical Tests (Qui square).

Results:

1.

1~3

Lad

The medical tourism continues through the vear, especially in spring
and summer. The percentages of tourisis in these two semesters are

33.7% and 37.1% respectively.

Many Jordanians visit these medical areas compared to others.
56.1% of the random sample were Jordanians. 28.1% were

foreigners and 15.8% were Arabs.

The medical tourism in Al-Hemma and Al-Shuneh areas is limited

to Jordanian & Arab tourists due to the lack of medical services in
these areas. The situation 1s different in the health resort in the Dead
Sea, where §0% of the tourists are foreigners due to the existence of

natural and human kind constituents.

The health resort of Ma'en is considered one of the most attractive
places for the tounists of different nationalities and ages 43.1% were
in Ma’en health resort. 29.2% were in the Dead Sea. then 22.2% in-

Al-Hemmeh & then 3.5% of the simple were in Al-Shuneh.
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The medical tourism in Al-Shuneh and Al-Hemmeh areas is
characterised by a familial form. The percentages of visitors coming
in the form of groups as families or friends were 68.4% and 75.7%
respectively. But in the area of the Dead Sea, 50% of the visitors
come in the form of groups, and 46% in the form of individuals, In
Ma’en, 28.5% of the tourists are families and 50.7% are individuals.
foYy-y
The average residency duration in the medical areas is high
compared to other forms of tourism. it averages 11 mights. The
health resort of the Dead Sea has the highest average (22.9 nights),
then Ma’en (7.3 nights), followed by Ai-Hemmeh (4.3 nights) and
then Al-Shuneh (2.3 nights).

The age group 35-49 vears in considered the main age group
visiting these health resorts. 33.53% of the study samp!; belong to
this group due to the nature of their work where most of them
work in offices. Then 29.4% of the study sample belong fo the
age group 50-64 vears, because old people are susceptable
to diseases like rheumatism and arthritis which necessiate the

use of mineral water to treat them.

The medical materials used in the Dead Sea and Ma’en are variable,
| and include the use of medical equipments, warmth, sun and mud,
besides other different kinds of treatments such as using electricity,
oils, ointments and sports. The percentages of using these forms of
treatments are 30.4%, 29.6%, 17.5% and 45.4% respectively.

There are other side goals to visiting these medical areas besides
treatment. These goals include rest and relaxation (32.6% of the
sampie}, enjoving the weather (15% of the sampie), and enjoying the
natural scenes (13% of the sample).
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people with skin diseases are the main ones who visit these medical
areas (33.7% of the sample), then rheumatism and arthritis (28.4%),
then bone diseases (25.7%), then neurological diseases (6.9%),
followed by muscular diseases (4.7%) and then sterility (0.6% of
the sample).

Femaies visit these medical areas more than males. This is due to
their high incidence of rheumatism and arthritis, bone diseases and
neurological diseases (29.4%, 28.2%, 8.4%, and 1.2% respectively),
where males are more vulnerable to dermatological and muscular

diseases (39.5% and 4.9% respectively).
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